were the fortunes sunk in fruitless developments. Lord Bearsted himself will testify that it might almost              ^
become a misfortune to " strike oil," if no outlet could be found for the crude substance, and no assurance            ^-T
that the world was ready for any quantity of this               .
dynamic product. That uncertainty long prevailed, so much so, that a little time before the year 1914 petroleum actually became a drug in % the n^arket. Nevertheless, concurrent with this uncertainty, a conviction gained ground that a new drivjj^g-power,              •*
a challenge above all things to the waste^ncl wastefulness of coal, must soon effect a metamorphosis everywhere. And inventiveness advanced every effort to make this promise good.
Figures are sometimes fallacious, and percentages misleading ; but an indication of the change that has taken place, in one direction alone, is given in the fact that the use of liquid fuel at sea           .9
has in the last ten years increased tenfold. Our own eyes tell us what petrol is doing on land. Its possibilities in the air are infinite. Those who believed when days were dark are as confident now that to whatever heights the demand may rise the teeming supplies of the earth will respond : more, that the economic difficulties connected with the supply will be adjusted. These anticipations I share; but still one must realise how they ever came within the realm of probability. They did so because one man rose          r*~*'
to every opportunity, shrinking from no audacious         * ^ experiment, giving support to every reasonable under-^taking, ^however   perilous.    Appropriately   enough, Lord Bearsted was the moving spirit all through, and of his eventful career in this respect I must now           *•. •
speak as fully as I can within my limits, regarding
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